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o COVID-19 Command Center Medical Advisory Board

o Dr. Sandra Nelson, MD, Infectious Disease, Massachusetts General Hospital 

o Dr. Lloyd Fisher, incoming President, Massachusetts Chapter of the American 

Academy of Pediatrics
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Each district and school needs to plan for three possibilities on the continuum 
of reopening

Learning takes place remotelyStudents learn in-person with 

new safety requirements

Students learn both in-

person and remote

Return without 

restrictions

In-person learning 

with new safety 

requirements

Hybrid learning Remote learning

Students return in-person 

and restrictions are lifted

1 2 3

Continuum of fall reopening models

Our goal for fall: to get 

as many students as 

possible back into 

schools for in-person 

learning – safely

Available in the event 

districts/schools are unable 

to bring all students back to 

school despite best efforts, 

or in case of COVID-19 

related circumstances

Available for individual 

students who cannot yet 

return in-person and for all 

students in the event of 

future closures due to 

COVID-19

Across all three models all districts and schools need a plan for how special populations will 

receive necessary services and accommodations



https://www.mass.gov/doc/revised-gatherings-order-august-7-2020/download
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Which U.S. States Meet Recommended Positivity Levels?

Source:  Johns Hopkins University- https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/testing-positivity
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With new color-coded metric from COVID Command, DESE is issuing 
additional guidance for selecting a learning model

New color-coded metric*
DESE expectation for learning 

model

*Measured as a 14-day rolling average and will be reported weekly as part of the online DPH 
dashboard

UNSHADED
Fewer than 5 total cases over the past 14 
days. Generally, this is for communities 
with small populations and very few cases.

GREEN
Average daily cases per 
100,000 isless than 4

Full-time in-person

OR Hybrid (if extenuating 
circumstances) 

RED
Average daily cases per 
100,000 is greater than 8 Remote

YELLOW
Average daily cases per 
100,000 is between 4 - 8

Hybrid 

OR Remote (if extenuating 
circumstances) 



Additional considerations

Other metrics to review: While average daily cases per 100,000 is the metric that determines the 
color coding for each community, districts / schools should also monitor whether cases are 
increasing or decreasing vs. the prior period. Monitoring positive testing also remains an important 
metric. In consultation with their local boards of health, districts should consider whether these 
additional metrics and underlying data may indicate other concerning trends. DESE will provide 
additional guidance on example scenarios regarding other metrics for districts to review.

Multiple weeks of data is necessary to understand trends: Districts should look at multiple reports 
to inform any changes to their learning model for the start of the school year or to make any changes 
during the year.

Regional schools and others that draw from multiple cities/towns: We will issue additional 
guidance that points you to the appropriate data to view for your context.


