
SUMMER READING PROGRAM

A required summer reading program has been in existence at Apponequet Regional High School since the 1993-94 school year.  The Social Studies Department fully supports and participates in this worthwhile program.  All students in grade nine will receive a summer reading list.  In September, the Social Studies department will assess all tenth grade students from the list of selected titles.  The grades obtained will be included in the first quarter Social Studies average.

WORLD HISTORY

For the school year 2006-2007, World History will consist of a two-year survey course beginning with the year c.1000 A.D.  Units to be taught in Grade 9 will include the late Middle Ages, the Renaissance and Reformation, the impact of the Scientific Revolution, the rise of absolute monarchy in Europe, the Enlightenment, the French Revolution, the rise to power of Napoleon Bonaparte, and the importance of the Congress of Vienna.  In Grade 10, topics such as the impact of the Industrial Revolution, the Age of Imperialism, World War I, World War II and the Cold War will be examined.
#200 - WORLD HISTORY  I                       
 HONORS LEVEL

#216 - WORLD HISTORY II

Offered to grades 9 & 10                                               5 credits
Creative thought, writing, research and outside reading will be required throughout the course.  When a student has completed the two-year survey, he or she should have a firm foundation in World History.  This course is also recommended should a student wish to take the Advanced Placement courses offered in grades 11 and 12.

PREREQUISITE:  Grade 9 - writing sample required;

                        Grade 10 – writing sample may be required
#202 – WORLD HISTORY I                                           LEVEL I

#218 – WORLD HISTORY II

Offered to grades 9 & 10                                                5 credits

In this course, students will be made aware of historical relationships and differing historical interpretations.  Varied discussion techniques will be widely used in this course.  Students will also be given the opportunity to engage in research and activities that will supplement classroom instruction.

#204 – WORLD HISTORY  I                                          LEVEL II

#220 – WORLD HISTORY II

Offered to grades 9 & 10                                                5 credits
This course will develop such skills as the interpretation of graphs and charts and proper note-taking techniques.  Special provision will be made for skills building in the areas of reading, writing and related social studies skills.  Considerable emphasis will also be placed upon relevant geography and the development of related map skills.

UNITED STATES HISTORY

The primary concentration of this course will be upon post Reconstruction United States history to the present.  Significant areas of study will include an examination of the related literature, arts and social history of each important historical period.

#206 - U.S. HISTORY                                                           AP LEVEL

Offered to grade 11


                          5 credits

Advanced Placement United States History is a challenging class that is meant to be the equivalent of a freshman college course.  This one-year survey of American History is offered to select Juniors.  The curriculum of AP US History will focus on the Age of Exploration to the present.  Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote considerable time to homework, projects and study, are necessary to succeed.  Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, interpretation of original documents and historiography.  Students will be required to take the AP Exam in May.

PREREQUISITE:  Writing sample required

#208 – U.S. HISTORY                                        HONORS LEVEL

Offered to grade 11 


           5 credits

The emphasis in this course will be placed on student responsibility involving outside and independent work.  In addition, the students will be working with primary documentation whenever it is applicable to the unit content.  Analytical writing assignments will be required.

The successful completion of World History is a requirement for entrance into United States History Honors.
PREREQUISITE:  Writing sample required

#210 – U.S. HISTORY                                                     LEVEL 1

Offered to grade 11  


            5 credits

The emphasis in this course will be placed on developing in greater depth the students’ methods of critical thinking.  The students will be able to perceive the significance, bias and reliability of historical evidence and will be able to compare and contrast the various aspects of important issues.  Analytical writing assignments will also be required.
#212 – U.S. HISTORY                                                    LEVEL II

Offered to grade 11 


            5 credits
The emphasis in this course will be placed on analyzing and discussing major social issues and on the ability to write responses, in proper English, to short essay questions.  Individual and/or group research projects may also be required.
#224 - MODERN EUROPEAN HISTORY
                                AP LEVEL

Offered to grade 12                                                       5 credits
This course for selected seniors traces the development of European civilization from the Renaissance of the mid-fifteenth century to the

present.  Political, diplomatic, social, economic, intellectual and cultural trends are emphasized.  The relationship of Europe to the wider world is integral to understanding the continued influence and impact of Europe in the world today.

Several theories of history and historical methods are examined.  At the end of this course, students should have a working knowledge of the scope of modern European history, be acquainted with the skills of the historian’s craft, be able to write an essay on a college freshman level, and be adequately prepared for Western Civilization courses taught in the freshman year of college.  Students will be required to take the AP exam in mid-May.

PREREQUISITE:  Writing sample may be required




#228 – CULTURES IN CONFLICT:                           UNLEVELED

EXPLORING GLOBAL ISSUES

Offered to grade 12      SEMESTER COURSE                2.5 credits

This one semester senior elective will examine the global issues that shape the Modern World.  The primary focus will be the historical, political, and cultural factors that have shaped specific regions of the world with a secondary focus on the role of the United States’ foreign policy and foreign aid.  Elements of political and cultural geography will be explored within the larger scope of regional developments.

An emphasis will be placed on student activities such as research and debate.  Students will attempt to tackle the difficulties involved in peace-keeping and peace building in the war torn regions of the world and fostering human rights globally.
#233 – ECONOMICS


       UNLEVELED
Offered to grade 12       SEMESTER COURSE              2.5 credits
This one semester, senior elective course involves a study of both Microeconomics and Macroeconomics.  Topics to be discussed include world trade, supply and demand, the stock market, personal investment, obtaining and using credit, and the basics of starting a business and entrepreneurship.  Students will use ‘hands-on’ materials, including the Boston Globe Stock Market Game, as well as games and simulations provided by the Massachusetts and National Councils on Economic Education.
#234 - CRIMINAL LAW


       UNLEVELED

Offered to grade 12        SEMESTER COURSE              2.5 credits
This one semester elective course affords the opportunity for Grade 12 students to examine the processes associated with the criminal justice system.  In this course, students will study a variety of topics in law, including laws concerning search and seizure, family law, juvenile justice and police procedure.  Students will also have the opportunity to participate in a field trip to a local jail and state prison.  During the semester, many guest speakers, representing a diversity of criminal justice careers, will be invited to discuss job options with the students.
229 – SOCIOLOGY


       UNLEVELED

Offered to grade 12       SEMESTER COURSE               2.5 credits

This one semester elective course affords the opportunity for Grade 12 students to examine why groups, and the individuals within them, act and interact the way they do.  We will examine society and culture, the structure of different societies in time and locations, institutions like the family, religion and education, lifetime socialization, change and community within social groups, and behaviors that are often described as “social problems.”  Techniques and habits of observation, description, analysis, and prediction as well as basic scientific research will be stressed and reinforced through use of case studies and “experiments” at Apponequet and elsewhere.  Statistical analysis and the prudent use of charts, graphs and data will be part of this preparation.
#231 – POLITICAL SCIENCE                                   UNLEVELED

Offered to grade 12      SEMESTER COURSE                2.5 credits

Do you know your rights as a citizen of the United States?  How does the Bill of Rights protect you in a court of law?  How do you register to vote?  How is the president elected?  These questions, along with numerous others, will be raised and answered in this one semester senior elective.

This course will foster an appreciation and awareness of the American political process and its application to the daily lives of all Americans.  For Americans to become productively involved in their government, they must first be enlightened, educated and informed about its operations.  Students in this course will have an opportunity to review the Constitution, with emphasis placed on the civil rights possessed by all Americans.  Topics will include the Amendments, the electoral process, review of the three branches of government, and an overview of the political spectrum.
#232 - PSYCHOLOGY


       UNLEVELED

Offered to grade 12        SEMESTER COURSE              2.5 credits

This one semester senior elective will give students the opportunity to explore the wonders of the mind.  A variety of themes will be discussed including states of consciousness, theories of personality, violence, development, and abnormal psychology.  Students will have the opportunity to sharpen their skills of observation, critical thinking, and analysis through case study, experimentation, and research.  An introduction to Eastern philosophies will give students the opportunity to examine the dynamic connection between the mind and the body.  Students will be provided with a chance to build a foundation in Psychology whether the goal is a career in the field or a better understanding of the human experience.
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