INTRODUCTION

The English Language Arts Department is committed to promoting academic excellence.  The curriculum offers varied opportunities for all learners.  The Department’s goal is to develop the fundamental skills that prepare students to engage in fluent and responsible communication and to analyze information.  The Department supports and enforces the Academic Integrity Policy.  

SUMMER READING PROGRAM

All students in grade eight, all students registered for grade eleven and twelve Honors English, all students enrolled in Advanced Placement English, and students in some other ELA courses receive summer reading lists and assignments.  In September, students demonstrate that they have read the books and completed the assignments.  The resulting scores represent a significant portion of the first quarter English grades.     

HONORS ENGLISH PHILOSOPHY AND PROFILE
Honors courses are for students who demonstrate a very high achievement in English Language Arts.  Their work reveals a strong work ethic and a willingness to assume the added responsibilities inherent in an honors-based curriculum.   

The academically talented students in these courses need to be self-motivated in order to work independently, using creative, analytical, and abstract thinking.  They must be able to express themselves effectively in both writing and speaking.  A sincere interest in language and literature is essential.
In Honors courses, students should expect:

· to be challenged at the highest levels of critical thinking;

· to be held responsible for mastery of grammatical and stylistic rules;
· to build an extensive vocabulary;

· to read literary works of significant length and a number of shorter works;
 

#102 - ENGLISH 9


    HONORS LEVEL

Offered to grade 9



               5 credits
All 8th grade students who intend to take Honors English in grade nine are given an Honors Readiness Exam to confirm their placement.  This exam is administered in April.  It is corrected by Apponequet’s English Department.  

This course enhances students’ appreciation of literature by introducing them to an intensive study of literature.  Students read a plethora of literature including:  short stories, poetry, prose forms, novels, and drama.  Students are required to read many complex selections and complete related writing assignments.  Outside reading is required.  Emphasis is placed on improving language skills through vocabulary study.  All the basic elements of grammar are reviewed and new complex conventions are introduced.  The basic mechanics of research paper writing are taught.  

PREREQUISITE:   Recommendation of eighth grade teacher

           Passing grade on the Honors Readiness Exam
                        Completion of the Summer Reading Assignments

#104 - ENGLISH 9                                                              LEVEL I

Offered to grade 9                                                            5 credits
This survey course exposes students to the following literary genres:  the short story, poetry, non-fiction, novels and drama.  Outside reading is required.  Emphasis is placed on improving language skills through vocabulary study that includes context clues, central ideas, Greek roots, and Latin prefixes.  All the basic elements of grammar are reviewed and new complex conventions are introduced.  The elements of composition are reviewed and the basic mechanics of research writing are taught.  
#108 - ENGLISH 9                                                             LEVEL II

Offered to grade 9                                                            5 credits

This survey course exposes students to many literary genres. Outside reading is required.  Emphasis is placed on improving language skills through vocabulary studies.  Intensive vocabulary development, with the emphasis on word building and usage, is a component of this course.  Instruction concerning context clues and central ideas in the form of routine language activities occurs.  A comprehensive review of grammar is provided.  Composition skills are reviewed.  The basic mechanics of research writing are taught.  

#114 - ENGLISH 10                                               HONORS LEVEL

Offered to grade 10                                                          5 credits
This course provides a continuation of the intensive language arts program begun in the 9th grade, with a chronological study of American literature from pre-colonial beginnings to the 20th century.  The techniques of careful interpretation are applied and the organization of literary works is examined. In addition, composition work related to the literature continues.   Outside reading is required.  Emphasis is placed on improving language skills.  All the basic elements of grammar are reviewed and new complex conventions are introduced.  Further instruction concerning research and research writing is addressed.  MCAS preparation occurs during the third term. 
 

#116 - ENGLISH 10                                                          
#116 – ENGLISH 10





 LEVEL I

Offered to grade 10                                                          5 credits

This course includes study of American literature.  In addition, composition work related to literature continues.  Outside reading is required.  Vocabulary study that includes context clues, central ideas, Greek roots, and Latin prefixes continues.  All of the previously studied elements of grammar are reviewed and new complex conventions and structures are introduced.  The elements of composition are reviewed.  Further instruction concerning research and research writing is addressed.  MCAS preparation occurs during second and third term.  

PREREQUISITE:  Passing grade in ninth grade ELA

#120 - ENGLISH 10                                                          LEVEL II    

Offered to grade 10                                                          5 credits

This course includes study of American literature.  In addition, composition skills are reviewed and enhanced. Outside reading is required.   Intensive vocabulary development, with the emphasis on word building and usage, is a continuation of the previous year’s program.  Instruction concerning context clues and central ideas in the form of routine language activities continues.  An introduction to Greek roots and Latin prefixes is given.  All of the previously studied elements of grammar are reviewed and new complex conventions and structures are introduced.  Further instruction concerning research and research writing is addressed.  MCAS preparation occurs throughout the year. 

PREREQUISITE:  Passing grade in ninth grade ELA
#126 - ENGLISH 11                                               HONORS LEVEL
Offered to grade 11                                                          5 credits

This course continues to offer students the challenge of an intensive language arts program by providing an in-depth and chronological study of British Literature from the Anglo-Saxon period to contemporary British writers.  Outside reading is required.  Composition instruction reinforces and develops the work of the previous years.  Students are taught to improve their drafting skills, to refine thesis statements and to develop convincing supporting arguments.  Students are given frequent, timed, in-class essay assignments. Literature tests are primarily essay tests, training students in organizing, evaluating, comparing and contrasting materials studied in class.  Further instruction concerning research writing is present in the form of a short research paper.  Selecting and narrowing a topic, developing and refining a thesis, selecting and evaluating sources and organizing, drafting, writing and documenting a final paper is a course requirement.  SAT preparation occurs during the third term.    


#128 - ENGLISH 11                                                         
#128 - ENGLISH 11                                                            LEVEL I

Offered to grade 11                                                          5 credits
This course includes a study of British Literature.  The course continues the writing, grammar, and usage program of the 9th and 10th grades.  Outside reading is required.  Vocabulary study includes SAT preparation.  All of the previously examined elements of grammar are reviewed and new complex conventions and structures will be introduced.  Students are taught to improve their drafting skills and they are given timed, in-class essay assignments.  Further instruction concerning research writing is present in the form of a short research paper that is a course requirement.  SAT preparation occurs during the third term.  

PREREQUISITE:  Passing grade in tenth grade ELA

#132 - ENGLISH 11                                                          LEVEL II

Offered to grade 11                                                          5 credits

This course includes a study of British Literature.  The course continues the writing, grammar, and usage program of the 9th and 10th grades. Outside reading is required.  Vocabulary study that includes SAT preparation continues.  All of the previously studied elements of grammar are reviewed and new complex conventions and structures are introduced.  Students are taught to improve their drafting skills.  Further instruction concerning research writing is present in the form of a short research paper that is a course requirement.  SAT preparation occurs during the third term.  

PREREQUISITE:  Passing grade in tenth grade ELA

#138 –ENGLISH (LIT. & COMP.)                                                 AP LEVEL

 Offered to grade 12                                                             5 credits

This course offers extensive and in-depth reading of, and critical writing about, works of recognized literary merit.  The selections encompass both the classics and critically acclaimed modern, contemporary, and multi-cultural selections.   Outside reading is required.   College level vocabulary study is included, as well as the examination of over one hundred literary concepts.  Research writing, analytical discussions, and projects are requirements of this course.  Advanced Placement Exam preparation includes timed in-class writing assignments and reading exercises gleaned from a variety of sources, including previous AP exams.  The Advanced Placement Literature and Composition examination in May is a required component of the class.  Failure to complete the Summer Reading and Assignments results in transfer to a less arduous English class.


#140 - ENGLISH 12                                               HONORS LEVEL
Offered to grade 12                                                                5 credits

This course continues to offer students the challenge of an intensive language arts program.  Students are challenged to interpret, analyze, synthesize and evaluate a wealth of classic and contemporary World Literature.   Outside reading is required.  Composition instruction continues to reinforce and develop the work of the previous three years.  Students are encouraged to continue to improve their drafting skills, to refine thesis statements and to develop convincing supporting arguments through frequently assigned and timed essays.   Literature tests remain primarily essay tests, training students in organizing, evaluating, comparing and contrasting, using materials studied in class.  Students will go through the process of writing a lengthy research paper that is a course requirement.    

PREREQUISITE:  Recommendation of eleventh grade ELA teacher

#143 - ENGLISH 12  (Choice A)                                        LEVEL I

Offered to grade 12                                                          5 credits
This course includes a survey of genre specific literature.  Materials within varying genres are approached from either a thematic or chronological perspective.  Topics for this course include: Action/Adventure, Movies and Literature, Crime/Detective, Fantasy, Psychological Thriller, Music and Poetry, Shakespeare, and the forgotten novel. Additional outside reading is required. The course continues the writing, grammar, and usage program of the 9th, 10th, and 11th grades.  Vocabulary study that includes college-level activities is included.  All of the previously studied elements of grammar are reviewed and new complex conventions and structures are introduced.  Students are taught to improve their drafting skills and they are given timed, in-class essay assignments.  Further instruction concerning research writing is present in the form of a lengthy research paper/senior project that is a course requirement.  

ade 12                                                       5 credits

This course includes a survey of genre specific literature.  Materials within varying genres are approached from either a thematic or chronological perspective.  Topics for this course include: Male vs. Female authors, Gothic/Horror, Fairytales and Children’s Literature, Sports, Psychological Thriller, War, Shakespeare, and the forgotten novel.  Additional outside reading is required.  The course continues the writing, grammar, and usage program of the 9th, 10th, and 11th grades. Vocabulary study that includes college-level activities is included.  All of the previously studied elements of grammar are reviewed and new complex conventions and structures are introduced.  Students are taught to improve their drafting skills and they are given timed, in-class essay assignments.  Further instruction concerning research writing is present in the form of a lengthy research paper/senior project that is a course requirement.

#146 - ENGLISH 12                                                     LEVEL II

Offered to grade 12                      

               5 credits

This course includes a survey of genre specific literature.  Materials within varying genres will also be approached from either a thematic or chronological perspective.  Topics for this course include: Male vs. Female authors, Gothic/Horror, Fantasy, Sports, Psychological Thriller, Action/Adventure, Shakespeare, and the forgotten novel.  Additional outside reading is required.  The course continues the writing, grammar, and usage program of the 9th, 10th, and 11th grades. Vocabulary study that includes college-level activities is included.  Students are taught to improve their drafting skills.  Further instruction concerning research writing is present in the form of a short research paper/senior project that is a course requirement. 



#148 – INTRODUCTION TO DRAMA                          UNLEVELED

Offered to grades 9-12        SEMESTER COURSE            2.5 credits
Introduction to Drama is an elective course.  It provides students with an overview of basic theatre elements.  This course includes instruction in history, analysis, criticism, production, set design, lighting design, directing, performing, and costuming.   Students 
routinely use the stage and other areas of the building in order to practice and apply their newly acquired skills.  In addition, the students engage in field trips and workshops.    

#101 – MEDIA PRODUCTION/JOURNALISM            UNLEVELED

Offered to grades 10-12                                                      5 credits

This elective course provides students opportunities to experience the shared world of print and broadcast journalism. This is an integrated course designed to introduce students to both television production and print/broadcast journalism. Students learn the creative process of studio and field television production and become acquainted with the composition of a newspaper.  Students have access to the television studio and learn all the steps to produce a student run show.  The course also contains introductory material on camera systems and operations, sound, graphics, lighting and staging, as well as directing and producing.  As students of print/broadcast journalism, students also produce and publish the student newspaper, using the Page Maker computer program. All aspects of photography, graphic design, page design and layout are covered.  Students also become acquainted with laws governing high school publications.  The course also provides the opportunity for students to explore journalism and/or television production as a career through field trip experiences, guest speakers, conferences, field trips and workshops.  

PREREQUISITE:  Application process 

#149 – PUBLIC SPEAKING
                                         UNLEVELED

Offered to grades 9-12       SEMESTER COURSE
           2.5 credits
This elective course explores the art of public speaking.  The course is open to all ability levels in this area; those with little speaking experience will gain exposure to speaking skills and techniques, while those with previous experience will be afforded the opportunity to perfect their current speaking skills and to expand upon their knowledge.   Students routinely use the lecture hall and other areas of the building in order to practice and apply their newly acquired skills.  In addition to these areas, the students engage in field trips, workshops, and competitions.  
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 





PREREQUISITE:  Recommendation of two ELA teachers


Completion of the Summer Reading Assignments
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to be involved in a demanding writing program; 


to actively participate in group work and presentations;


to develop sophisticated research skills.








PREREQUISITES:  Recommendation of tenth grade ELA teacher


	            Passing grade in tenth grade ELA








PREREQUISITES:  Recommendation of ninth grade ELA teacher


	            Passing grade in 9th grade ELA








#144 - ENGLISH 12  (Choice B)                                        LEVEL I


Offered to grade 12                                                              5 credits








ENGLISH ELECTIVES








